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the summit. Founder Micah Clark, a fellow vet-
eran, often accompanies the hikers on the 
climb and sees first-hand the effect his organi-
zation can have on disabled veterans. 

The Greater Seattle community has been 
very supportive of Camp Patriot’s mission in 
the area. Joint Base Lewis-McChord volun-
teers moved to help put up tents and prepare 
food for the participants. They also participate 
in fishing and hunting trips, assisting Camp 
Patriot veterans on the way. Additionally, 
Washington State organizations have helped 
provide services and materials to help the 
nonprofit and its participating veterans. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives please join 
me in honoring Camp Patriot for their commit-
ment to provide for disabled veterans who 
have given so much for our safety. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PATCHOGUE- 
MEDFORD LIBRARY 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor the Patchogue-Medford Library 
for earning the prestigious National Medal for 
Museum and Library Service. This award rec-
ognizes the Patchogue-Medford Library for its 
commitment to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals, families, and its community and 
serves as our Nation’s highest honor for librar-
ies and museums. 

The Patchogue-Medford Library enjoys a 
long and colorful history, having served the 
people of Suffolk County for nearly 130 years. 
Originally housed in the back room of Floyd 
Overton’s shoe store on East Main Street, the 
library was formed under the direction of the 
Patchogue Library Association in June, 1883. 
The library opened its doors just two months 
later in August, 1883, housing 635 volumes 
that included the likes of Mark Twain, Charles 
Dickens, Jules Verne, and Alexis De 
Tocqueville. 

Following brief stints in a music store and 
the Lyceum Community Center, the library 
was adopted in 1899 by Sorosis, an all-pur-
pose women’s organization new to the 
Patchogue neighborhood, with the intention of 
transforming the private library into a public fa-
cility. Sorosis greatly enhanced the library, 
raising enough funds and community support 
for the construction of a permanent home in 
1908. 

Aided by the financial backing of philan-
thropist Andrew Carnegie, the library earned 
acclaim across New York State. Today, the 
Patchogue-Medford Library serves as the sole 
New York State-designated Central Library for 
Suffolk County, providing support and innova-
tive services to the people of the First Con-
gressional District of New York. 

Throughout all of the changes, growth, and 
iterations of the Patchogue-Medford Library, 
the goal of universal literacy has remained at 
the forefront of the library’s agenda. Serving a 
diverse community, of which nearly one-quar-
ter of the population is Hispanic, the library 
has taken a non-traditional approach toward 
literacy in the community. 

The library is committed to bringing quality 
programming to both English-speaking and 

Spanish-speaking communities, often com-
bining the two groups for mutually beneficial 
learning experiences. Children are often ex-
posed to bilingual story times, teens engage 
with each other in the Language Café, and 
Spanish language computer instructions are 
offered to more than 2,100 adult students. The 
Patchogue-Medford Library demonstrates that 
literacy is important in all its forms, from read-
ing books to reading one another. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the Patchogue-Medford Library for receiving 
the National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service, and I commend the library for its con-
tinued commitment to providing vital services 
to the people of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of New York. 
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IN HONOR OF PROFESSOR ROBERT 
SUMMERS’ RETIREMENT 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cornell Law School Professor 
Robert S. Summers, whose tireless dedication 
to his students and intense passion for the law 
are worthy of recognition. 

Professor Summers grew up on his family’s 
farm in rural Oregon. There, his parents im-
bued in him a strong work ethic, which he 
credits for his extensive career of publication 
and scholarship. He went from driving tractors 
and school buses to studies at the University 
of Oregon, and Harvard Law. He has spent 
the last 50 years as a law professor, 42 of 
them at Cornell Law School. December 1, 
2010 was his final class. 

Professor Summers has been an unwaver-
ing advocate for his students. He ardently sup-
ported increased minority enrollment within 
law schools, and saw this goal through to fru-
ition, traveling the country holding recruiting 
and preparatory sessions. 

Professor Summers demanded analytical 
excellence in the classroom. He taught using 
the traditional Socratic Method, forcing stu-
dents to learn through argument and ques-
tioning, instead of simply providing them with 
the answers. I was a student in Professor 
Summers’s Contract Law class for first year 
students, and the class was a formative expe-
rience for me. Being called upon to answer 
questions from Professor Summers was re-
warding and challenging and it helped make 
me the person I am today. 

In addition to his laudable career in edu-
cation, Professor Summers has also made 
significant contributions to the field of law. He 
co-authored the Universal Commercial Code, 
outlining procedures for numerous commercial 
transactions, and was also called upon by the 
governments of Russia, Egypt, and Rwanda to 
help draft their civil codes. He is simply the 
type of lawyer that many law students aspire 
to be when they first enter school, but that 
very few become. 

Madam Speaker, Professor Summers’ com-
mitment to the legal education of the nation’s 
law students and service to the field of law 
merit recognition. I am sure Professor Sum-
mers will embody the same honor and moral-
ity in his retirement as he did throughout his 
distinguished career. 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. OBERSTAR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, this is a very sad day for the U.S. 
House of Representatives as we say goodbye 
to Washington’s true transportation guru, 
Chairman JAMES OBERSTAR. Your expertise 
and long history in developing transportation 
policy for our nation will be sorely missed as 
we continue to fight for the type of infrastruc-
ture funding that will keep our nation going 
strong. 

You’ve guided the committee with wisdom 
and fairness. Continued the committee’s long-
standing bipartisanship, and steered major 
pieces of legislation affecting every sector of 
our transportation system. Your leadership will 
long be felt on this committee and throughout 
the nation long after you depart the chairman’s 
seat. 

The trips we took to Haiti were some of my 
most memorable times serving in Congress. 
Traveling there with Chairman OBERSTAR was 
like spending time with a native. 

It was an honor working with you on so 
many issues over the years and I look forward 
to continuing to work with you as you remain 
a major player in transportation policy. Thank 
you Mr. OBERSTAR for all you have done. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. RICHARD 
BREITMEYER IN RECOGNITION 
OF HIS EXEMPLARY PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, who has pro-
vided exemplary public service for over 25 
years. 

Dr. Richard Breitmeyer has served as the 
California State Veterinarian at the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture since 
1993—rising to this position through a series 
of senior appointments at CDFA since 1988. 
He has also served at the United States De-
partment of Agriculture in Ames, Indiana and 
Plum Island, New York. Before joining the 
CDFA in 1984, Breitmeyer was in private vet-
erinary practice. 

Throughout his professional career, Dr. 
Breitmeyer has been a member of both the 
California and American Veterinary Medical 
Associations. He also served as president of 
the U.S. Animal Health Association since 2009 
and was co-chair of the USDA Secretary’s Ad-
visory Committee for Foreign Animal and 
Poultry Diseases. 

In 2001, USDA Secretary Ann Veneman 
asked California to loan Dr. Breitmeyer to the 
USDA to provide leadership in addressing the 
very real possibility that Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease might migrate from the United Kingdom 
to the United States. It is a testament to 
Breitmeyer’s leadership that this virulent and 
devastating livestock disease did not enter the 
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